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But what else could he do ? There would have been civil war in Ireland
if he had stood out against it.
II.	(1832).—He accepted with little demur the Reform Bill, though
he and his party were pledged to oppose it.
But what else could he do? The current of public opinion was so
strong for the Bill that further resistance would have been political
suicide.
III.	(i 846).—He repealed the Corn Laws which he had been put into
office to maintain.   This split the Conservatives, and they were out of
office (except for three short interludes) until 1874.
But what else could he do ? He had become convinced that the Corn
Laws would have to go ; and the potato famine in Ireland forced his
hand.
No. 201.—GLADSTONE AS FINANCE MINISTER.
Three main principles :
 (a)	Free Trade (Nzo2).
 (b)	Economy—to keep taxation as low as possible, so that money
might be allowed to " fructify " (as he said), by leaving it in people's
pockets to enable capitalists to invest and consumers to buy.
This made him very reluctant to spend money on armaments (§ 304)*
(c)	Rigid account-keeping.    He devised methods of auditing the
public accounts to ensure that not a penny was spent otherwise than
as authorised by Parliament.
No. 202.—THE DEVELOPMENT OF FREE TRADE.
1776.—adam   smith   enunciated the   gospel   in   his   Wealth of
Nations (§ 239).
1784-8.—pitt made a beginning of carrying it into effect.
He simplified the Book of Rates, making smuggling unprofitable;
and put through a Commercial Treaty with France (§ 239).
But war expenditure afterwards compelled him to pile up more duties j
and confusion was worse confounded after 1815 (§ 268).
1823-5.—robinson and huskisson simplified the duties again.
Huskisson (as President of the Board of Trade) started the policy of
preferential duties for the colonies, and obtained power to modify the
Navigation Laws (§ 275).
But under the Whigs (1830-41) the fiscal system again fell into confusion
—trade was strangled by complicated duties. A Committee set up in 1839
found that of 500 articles taxed, 10 produced four-fifths of the revenue,
1842-6.—peel adopted the policy of increasing revenue by reducing
duties.
In the course of four Budgets he swept away 250 duties and reduced
many more. This policy culminated in the repeal of the Corn Laws
(§ 285).

